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Dear Member and Reader, 

Coming months are packed with events that should not be missed. But it will be hard to put them all on the individu-

al calendars. In this newsletter we present the most important events – for making it difficult for our readers to 

choose. No doubt, there are more events than we have listed here. But we give preference to events organized by 

members of our SPICE Group network – because we know about the quality. 

We wish you to also enjoy the reports about developments of the entrepreneurship ecosystems around the planet. 

    
Next Generation: Brain Food for Future Leaders 

 Is there innovative and  entrepreneurship related activity 

besides the numerous meetups, camps, pitching repeti-

tions, competitions, and marketing events for the “right” 

business model with speakers telling similar stories? Is 

there thinking and discussion “out of the box” with a 

horizon wider and with a longer time perspective than 

“making the first (or next) million”; with potential to 

leave the known, promoted paths of economic develop-

ment?  

We have screened the Internet and would like to share 

with you some possibly less known opportunities that 

could be worth looking at. Here we just can give a few 

examples from South America, Australia, and Europe 

meant as an invitation to do your own search – and in-

form us, if you find something interesting for the Next 

Generation, for example by adding a comment to this 

article with a link to a website you find interesting. 

                                                            …continued on page 2 

  Not to be missed: 

   Forging Connections, Collaboration and Community  Services and Innovation Canters for Smart Growth 

 

NBIA's 29th Interna-

tional Conference on 

Business Incubation 

will 

 The 24th Annual Conference of 

the Polish Association of Busi-

ness and Innovation Centers will 

 will be held April 26-29, 2015 in Denver, Colorado 

under 

 be held under the theme “Services 
under the title "Forging Connections, Collaboration 

and Community".  This expects about 600 people from 

around the world and first time will include a special 

International Forum. See more on page 3 and 18. 

 and Innovation Canters for Smart Growth". The event is 

hosted by Poznan Science and Technology Park that 

celebrates its 20
th
 Anniversary at the event. 

See more on page 3 of this newsletter. 

    “Best Practice - Future Trends”  Putting Keywords together… 

 

The ADT Summer School 2015 

will be held in Berlin, September 

7 – 10, 2015. 

The program offers nine modules 

cover 

 The 20th Annual “Baltic Dy-

namics” will he held under the 

headline “Putting Keywords 

together in Innovation Ecosys-

tem”. The event will be hosted 

by a member of Baltic Associa-

tion of Science Parks and Inno-

vation Centres (BASTIC), the 

Kaunas Science and Technology 

Park - in Santaka Valley in 

Kaunas, Lithuania from 27 to 

29 May, 2015. 

 

 
covering all important topics for planning, starting, oper-

ating and developing business incubators as well as 

networking and international projects. For more infor-

mation, see page 6 of this newsletter. 

 ystem”. The event will be hosted by a member of 

BASTIC, the Kaunas Science and Technology Park - in 

Santaka Valley in Kaunas, Lithuania from 27 to 29 

May, 2015. See more on page 7 of this newsletter. 
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 Next Generation: Brain Food for Future Leaders 

  Continued from page 1   

Czech Republic: Variety of Topics in week-long 

Courses 

The Prague Summer Schools held July 4 – 11, 2015 in 

the exciting and beautiful city of Prague offer a diverse 

range of topics with eight parallel week-long courses, 

for example “New Development Cooperation: Break-

ing the Chains of Poverty”,  “Globalization 3.0: Pro-

duction & Consumption”, or “European Politics: 

Interests versus Culture?”. The Prague Summer 

Schools are organized by Schola Empicia, a “non-

governmental, non-profit, and independent think-tank  

The event will explore topics of global relevance and 

particularly applicable to the reality of South Ameri-

ca. We expect that, through dialogue and the inter-

action between the current leaders and the future 

leaders, a contribution to the sustainable develop-

ment of the region can be made.  

Contact: María de la Puerta Echeverría,  

Website: http://www.sabf.org.ar/ Australia: APW:  

 

Australia: High Caliber Scholars meet Policy 

Makers and Senior Officials 

The Asia Pacific Week is an interdisciplinary confer-

ence concentrating on social and econom-

ic development in the Czech Repub-

lic”,  in cooperation with the Insti-

tute for European and National 

Strategies. Most of the application 

deadlines might be over for this 

year. But, it  
 

ence initiated and organized by the 

Australian National University and 

aimed at high-achieving students 

from around the world who have an 

interest in Asia and the Pacific re-

gion. Now in its fifth year, Asia 

Pacific Program, But it could be could be worth checking what 

is planned for summer 2016 

Contact:  info@scholaempirica.org 

Website: Prague Summer Schools  

 

Argentina: Leaders meet outstanding Students 

The South American Business Forum, SABF is an event 

that takes place annually in Buenos Aires for 3 days in 

the month of August. Each year the forum receives 100 

outstanding university students from around the world 

together with 40 leaders of business, political and aca-

demic areas. The SABF 2015 under the title “The Chal-

lenge of Inclusion” will take place on August 6 – 8, 

2015 in Buenos Aires. 

Pacific Week 2015 explores actual topics under the 

theme “Roads Less Travelled”. 

The 2015 conference will be held June 29 - July 3, 

2015 at the Australian National University in Canber-

ra, Australia. 

Bringing together 100 of the best students from across 

the globe, the 2015 conference continues the tradition 

of bringing together scholars, policymakers and senior 

officials of the highest caliber for a week of stimulat-

ing discussion and debate. The next generation of 

Asia-Pacific specialists leaves with a network of 

friends and contacts from across the globe. 

Contact:  asiapacificweek@anu.edu.au 

Website: http://asiapacificweek.anu.edu.au/  
    Kauffmann Foundation Supporting Entrepreneurship Research 

The 2015 Ewing Marion Kauffman Prize Medal for 

Distinguished Research was awarded on Jan. 4, 2015 

and the recipients of the 2015 Kauffman Dissertation 

Fellowship were announced.  

 

nesses (availability and 

cost of personal debt), 

how the structure of the 

commercial banking sec-

tor 

 

The creation of substantial research on entrepreneurship 

is the aim of a number of programs of the Kauffman 

Foundation since 2003. The Emerging Scholars pro-

grams encourage scholars to conduct research with an 

entrepreneurship focus and assist scholars in their efforts 

to earn doctoral degrees.  

The Ewing Marion Kauffman Prize Medal for Distin-

guished Research in Entrepreneurship includes a 

$50,000 prize and is awarded annually to recognize 

scholars under the age of 40 whose research has made a 

significant contribution to entrepreneurship. Information 

on the Kauffman Prize Medal is available at website 

The winner of the 2015 Prize Medal is Ramana Nanda, 

an associate professor of Business Administration in 

Entrepreneurial Management at Harvard Business 

School. Financing constraints for startups and how the 

structure of the financial sector impacts innovation and 

entrepreneurship in the economy are in the focus of his 

research. This includes debt financing for small busi-

nesses 

 

tor, has shaped the entry and growth of small busi-

nesses as well as the financing of innovation and 

commercialization of new technologies. The 

Kauffman Dissertation Fellowship Program an-

nually recognizes 15 exceptional doctoral students 

and their universities. Fifteen fellowships ( $15,000 

each) are awarded to the students to support their 

dissertation research in the area of entrepreneurship. 

More information on the Kauffman Dissertation 

Fellowship Program is available at website  

The research topics of the 15 fellowship recipients 

for 2015 cover a range of entrepreneurship related 

issued, such as Business Cycles, Firm Dynamics and 

Frictional Financial Markets; Seed Accelerators, 

Startups and Ecosystems: Mechanisms and Regional 

Impacts; What is the Crowd Worth? The Role of 

Peer Effects in Crowdfunding; and The Impact of 

Accelerators on High-Technology Ventures. 

More about winners and research topics on website  

     

mailto:maria.delapuerta@sabf.org.ar
http://www.sabf.org.ar/
mailto:info@scholaempirica.org
http://www.praguesummerschools.org/
mailto:asiapacificweek@anu.edu.au
http://asiapacificweek.anu.edu.au/
http://www.kauffman.org/kauffmanprize
http://www.kauffman.org/kdfp
http://www.kauffman.org/newsroom/2015/kauffman-foundation-honors-promising-scholars-for-ground-breaking-research-in-entrepreneurship?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Ideas_At_Work_01_08_15
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National Incubation Programs to Business Incubation in Developing Economies  
  

 

NBIA's Annual con-

ferences bring together 

about 600 attendees 

Awards Luncheon” and the “Vendor Mixer “on Tues-

day. 

And there will be opportunities for experiencing “in-

cubators from around the world creating a dynamic and open 

environment for information and knowledge exchanges 

as well as networking between the industry’s thought 

leaders and experienced professionals as well as with 

newcomers to the entrepreneurial ecosystems. The 29th 

NBIA International Conference on Business Incubation 

is scheduled to be held April 26 – 29, 2015 in Denver, 

Colorado and will offer sessions on a wide range of 

topics, for example “International Approaches to Na-

tional Programs for Incubators”, “Managing a Successful 

Soft Landings Program”, and “Business Incubation in 

Developing Economies: Overcoming the Challenges”. 

This conference is a big networking event in general, but 

there are special opportunities organized for this purpose 

like the “Opening Reception and C3 Expo” on Sunday, 

the “Connections Lunch” on Monday, and the NBIA 

Awards 

cubators at work” through the” Innovation Pavilion 

Tour” on Monday, and on Wednesday the Fitzsimons 

Innovation Campus and National Renewable Energy 

Laboratory Tours” and a visit to the National Renew-

able Energy Laboratory in Golden which is a model 

for environmental protection and sustainable building 

practices.  

Based on experiences gained for the 25 Global Sum-

mits of Business Incubation Associations (that will not 

be continued by NBIA) a special “International Fo-

rum” (see page 18) will be part of the conference 

program. Further details are to be provided shortly. 

Contact: NBIA Events Team More details are availa-

ble on the conference website   

To register, please use  registration website  

SDO Profile: NBIA 

  24
th

 Annual Conference and 20
th

 Anniversary in Poznan, Poland 

The 24
th

 Annual Conference of the Polish Business 

and Innovation Canters Association (PBICA) under 

the title: “Services of business and innovation centers in 

smart specialization” will be held May 21-22, 2015 in 

Poznan, Poland.  

The conference will discuss the development of innova-

tion services supporting smart growth strategies for 

technology innovation centers. Incubators and parks 

need to move towards “demand-side financing”. To 

meet this challenge, thematic seminar and workshops 

are scheduled aimed at generating ideas for new services 

and ways to assess the quality of the centers. 
 

 

ates is a perfect opportunity to 

share experience with the interna-

tional conference “Cluster of Sci-

ence, Technology and Innovation” 

that will be held on May 20, 2015. 

The conference will discuss the 

broad notion of technology transfer 

as well as the process of the for-

mation of new, innovative compa-

nies. The event will include presen-

tations by experts from the US, 

Finland, and Germany. 

 The 20th anniversary of the creation of the Poznań 

Science and Technology Park (PPNT) and the 25
th

  

anniversary of the formation of Adam Mickiewicz Uni-

versity Foundation (FUAM) under which the Park oper-

ates 

The conference is addressed mainly to representatives 

of the most significant innovation centers in the world 

as well as public and local government authorities. 

Contact: Justyna Adamska / Conference website 

  NAWF 2015: Empowerment through Entrepreneurship & Innovation 

The seventh New Arab Women Forum 

was held in Beirut Lebanon, under the 

title “Empowerment through Entrepre-

neurship 
 

 Women Entrepreneurs: Facing 

the Innovation Challenge 

 Success stories of Innovative 

Women 

 

neurship & Innovation”, February 26, 2015 

The Global Entrepreneurship Monitor reported that 23 

% of the Arab women entrepreneurs have an innovative  

Women Entrepreneurs  

NAWF is organized by Al Iktissad Wal Aamal 

Group and Al Hasnaa Magazine and the NAWF  

product or service – 5 % more than the male entrepre-

neurs. This is indicating that a new era of women entre-

preneurs has begun and women will play an increasingly 

active role in the economy of the Arab countries.  

 

2015also featured the first winner of 

the WOW Award 2014: Ms. Sara 

Falaknaz, Co-founder, Innovation Ma-

chine, Dubai, UAE spoke at the event.  
Against this background, the 7

th
 New Arab Woman 

Forum was devoted to discuss the potential of women 

entrepreneurs, the challenges they face in the Arab coun-

tries and the role they can play in innovation and foster-

ing economic growth and employment.  

The main topics of the forum included: 

 A new Era for Women Entrepreneurs in the Arab 

World 

 Enhancing Access to Finance 

This company started 2011 in Dubai as an outcome of 

a Startup Weekend and works to “empower, educate, 

and inspire “entrepreneurs by facilitating public and 

private innovation events in the Middle East”. Innova-

tion Machine organizes start-up events and workshops 

to build capacity and helps to accelerate innovative 

startups”.  

Contact: Ms. Rania Safar, NAWF Project Manager,  

Website: http://www.nawforum.com/  

  

mailto:education@nbia.org
http://www.cvent.com/events/nbia-s-29th-international-conference-on-business-incubation/event-summary-d4af42359f7f4cba808d56586f132b79.aspx
file:///C:/Users/heinzspice/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/:%20https:/www.cvent.com/events/nbia-s-29th-international-conference-on-business-incubation/registration-d4af42359f7f4cba808d56586f132b79.aspx
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=75
mailto:justyna.adamska@ppnt.poznan.pl
http://2015.konferencja-sooipp.pl/en/program-konferencji.html#moveHere
http://innovamachine.com/
http://innovamachine.com/
mailto:rania.safar@alhasnaa.com
http://www.nawforum.com/
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   Creative Industries are considered an important part of economic development strat-

egies. The importance is seen by communities, region, economic development agen-

cies as well as business incubators. Also in the political arena creative industries are 

receiving increasing attention. Therefore we decided to provide information about 

this business sector aggregated on a special pages of this newsletter   
. 

Creative 

Industries 

Incubation   Cultural Quarters and Clusters: developing a Global Perspective 

The international seminar on “Cultural quarters and 

clusters: developing a global perspective” will be held in 

Angers, France, June 8-9, 2015. This event aims to 

foster international comparisons on cultural and creative 

industries quarters and cluster experiences from both 

academic and practitioner perspectives and has following 

objectives: 

 
 

- To analyze the type of govern-

ance put in place to support these 

clusters; 

- To better apprehend the linkages 

between local and global markets 

that these clusters support;  

- To explore the role of cluster 

plocies 

-  
- To bring together early career and established aca-

demics and practitioners, fostering comparisons be-

tween developed and developing countries; 

- To compare existing disciplinary typologies and 

understandings; 

- To support the development of a better understand-

ing on how cultural, territorial/planning and eco-

nomic objectives are or can be reconciled in cluster 

initiatives;  

policies in supporting cultural and creative indus-

tries locally, regionally and nationally. 

Conference presentations will cover both theoretical 

and methodological perspectives and practical exam-

ples and challenges faced by researchers in trying to 

understand cultural and creative clusters in a global 

perspective.  

Contact:  Caroline Chapain; More on website 

Website: Creative Regions in Europe 

 
EU supports 14 Cultural and Creative Industry Clusters with more than € 3,5 million 

The Union for the Medi-

terranean (UfM) received 

financial support from the  

the design-based industries that include clothing and 

footwear, jewelry, furniture and home decoration, 

crafts and textile: In Algeria, the jewelry cluster in 

Batna European Union (EU) and a financial contribution from 

the Italian Development Cooperation for the regional 

project “Development of Cultural and Creative Indus-

tries in the Southern Mediterranean”. 

The project identified “over 140 clusters and over 70 

other (non-cluster) economic realities during the map-

ping exercise”. Mid-December the regional Project Ap-

proval Committee (PAC) selected 14 high-potential 

Cultural and Creative Industries clusters to take part in 

pilot initiatives. These clusters will “receive technical 

assistance over a period of three years, worth an estimat-

ed €250,000 per cluster to improve its competitiveness 

and its products, to modernize and innovate, as well as to 

access new markets, including financial support for the 

acquisition and maintenance of new or improved equip-

ment or services”. Most of the clusters identified are in  

Batna and the brass cluster in Constantine; in Jor-

dan,two clusters in Amman, the garment and ceramic 

clusters; in Lebanon, the jewelry cluster in Beirut and 

the furniture cluster in Tripoli; in Morocco, the gar-

ment/ fashion cluster in Casablanca and the home-

ware cluster in Marrakesh; in Palestine, the handi-

crafts cluster in Bethlehem and the furniture cluster in 

Nablus; and in Tunisia, the Nabeul arts de la table 

cluster and the mosaic cluster in El Djem. 

The objective of the project, implemented in the 

framework of the Private Sector Development in 

the Southern Mediterranean Program, is to foster 

entrepreneurial co-operation in the cultural and crea-

tive industry.  

More information is available on the Union for the 

Mediterranean website  and the EuroMed website  

    International Conference “Cultivating Creative Communities” in Malaysia 

The Creative Industry International Conference 2015 

(CIIC 2015) is organized by the Universiti Utara Malay-

sia, will be held October 4 – 5, 2015,  in Malaysia, EDC 

Hotel, Universiti Utara Malaysia, SIntok, Kedah, under 

the theme. "Cultivating Creative Communities" 

age; Design and devel-

opment of games; Music 

and sound; Design, Inno-

vation and Brand Man-

agement; Arts and virtual  

The organizers have published a Call for Papers and 

invite authors to submit complete, original and un-

published research papers which may address theoreti-

cal, methodological or practical aspects related to crea-

tive industry. Examples for topics are Current issues and 
challenges in the Creative Industries; Culture and herit-

age; 

 

 

technology; TV and film, Digital Entertainment; 

Animation; Media and Communications;  or Islamic 

Creativity. For more details, please check the confer-

ence submission website The deadline for submission 

of full paper is June 25, 2015  

Contact: ciic@uum.edu.my   

Website: http://edc.uum.edu.my 
 

    

mailto:C.A.Chapain@BHAM.AC.UK
http://on-the-move.org/news/article/16721/international-research-seminar-cultural-and/
http://www.creative-regions.org/
http://ufmsecretariat.org/establishment-of-a-regional-platform-for-the-development-of-cultural-and-creative-industries-and-clusters-in-the-southern-mediterranean
http://www.enpi-info.eu/mainmed.php?id_type=1&id=39496&lang_id=450&utm_source=Oempro&utm_medium=Email&utm_content=Subscriber%231971&utm_campaign=Fourteen%20cultural%20and%20creative%20Industry%20clusters%20selected%20to%20take%20part%20in%20Southern%20Mediterranean%20programme
http://ciic.cms.net.my/default/submission.html)
mailto:kmice[at]uum.edu.my
http://edc.uum.edu.my/


5 

 

 

  INTERREG EUROPE program launched in Bologna with greatest Interest 

The interregional forum “Europe, let's cooperate!” in 

Bologna (Dec 2+3, 2014) found greatest interest. 800 

people attended the event plus – during the first day – 

additionally 1.000 people joined digitally. 

offer even 

more oppor-

tunities to 

benefit from 

inter 
 

This event had been set up to reflect on the INTERREG 

IVC program, to present some of the best project results, 

and to launch the  new interregional cooperation pro-

gram for 2014-2020 INTERREG EUROPE. 

Participants of the Bologna Forum proposed more than 

100 ideas for discussion at a specially designed network-

ing area.  

On the second day detailed tutorials on the new features 

of INTERREG EUROPE were offered to the (“physi-

cal”) attendees. Four videos about these tutorials will be 

soon available online.  

The new program, called INTERREG EUROPE, will 

offer 

interregional cooperation on research and innovation, 

competitiveness of SMEs, low-carbon economy, and 

the environment and resource efficiency. Co-

financing from the European Regional Development 

Fund will be made available for working with other 

regions, learning from each other and solving com-

mon challenges. Four thematic networks will help 

local and regional governments become more effec-

tive when planning and implementing policies for the 

benefits of their citizens.  

Website. INTERREG EUROPE  

Contact: detailed contact list available on website  
    EBN announced Events 2015 

Recently EBN has announced its calendar of events for 

2015.  It includes 

- EU|BIC Essentials Training to be held April 14-

15, 
 

16-17, 2015 in Brussels, Bel-

gium. 

The EBN Congress 2015 and 

15, 2015 in Brussels (see article below) 

- EBN TechCamp #5 2015 to be held May 28-29, 

2015 in BIC Lazio, Rome, Italy 

- Feeding the Future | Creating the Momentum, 

the BIC-Italia Net Congress & EBN Annual 

General Meeting to be held June 25-26, 2015 in 

Milan, Italy  

- EU|BIC Essentials Training to be held September 

EBN 30+1 Anniversary to be held October28-30, 

2015, in Brussels, Belgium under the title "New 

Frontiers For European Entrepreneurs" 

For more information, please check the events page in 

this newsletter and visit the SPICE Events website  or 

the EBN website.  

Contact: Clarelisa Camilleri,  

SDO Profile: EBN  

    EU|BIC Essentials Training 

EBN is offering the EU|BIC Essen-

tials Training that will take place in 

the EBN Networking Center in 

Brussels. 
 

service value chain. The training will be led by  

Giordano Dichter, Head of EU|BIC Services at EBN 

with practical case studies from several field experts 

Brussels. It is aimed at new staff members of existing 

EU|BICs and to the staff members of organizations that 

are thinking of becoming an EU|BIC. The training is 

also available for any current EU|BICs staff or managers 

who wish to update themselves on the latest incubation 

experts: Bruno Wattenbergh, Impulse; Patrice Thiry, 

La Maison de L'Entreprise; and Joe Greaney, 

WESTBIC. 

Contact:  Clarelisa Camilleri or  Giordano Dichter  

SDO Profile: EBN Registration website 

  Promoting Entrepreneurial Learning 

The European Training Foundation (ETF) has reviewed 

the progress in promoting entrepreneurial learning and 

skills for small enterprises in the EU’s Southern Neigh-

borhood.  The report underlines both challenges and 

opportunities for the countries in accommodating the 

human capital dimensions of the Small Business Act for 

Europe.  

The assessment underlines that promotion of entrepre-

neurship remains weak in general education, but points 

to more promising developments at vocational and ter-

tiary level. 

While teh assessment found that training opportunities 

for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) have 

increased in all countries, it states that policy develop-

ment is still weak. More developed cooperation between 

business, government and the training community is 

important to improve quality of human resources in 

SMEs and improve competitiveness and employment 

potential. 

The European Training Foundation is an agency of 

the European Union established to contribute to the 

development of the education and training systems of 

the EU partner countries. With an annual budget of 

€18 million, its mission is to help transition and de-

veloping countries to harness the potential of their 

human capital through the reform of education, train-

ing and labor market systems in the context of the 

EU's external relations policy.  

Website: ETF, European  Training Foundation   

Source : EuroMed  EuroMed  

      

http://www.interreg4c.eu/europecooperates/overview/
http://www.interregeurope.eu/
http://www.interreg4c.eu/nc/europecooperates/networking
http://www.interreg4c.eu/interreg-europe
http://www.interreg4c.eu/contacts/joint-technical-secretariat/
http://www.spice-group.de/events
http://ebn.be/
mailto:clarelisa.camilleri@ebn.eu
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=82
mailto:clarelisa.camilleri@ebn.eu
mailto:Giordano%20Dichter
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=82
http://ebntraining.eu/
http://www.etf.europa.eu/
http://www.enpi-info.eu/mainmed.php?id_type=1&id=39651&lang_id=450&utm_source=Oempro&utm_medium=Email&utm_content=Subscriber%231645&utm_campaign=Entrepreneurship%20in%20the%20Southern%20Mediterranean%3A%20ETF%20assesses%20progress
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  Startup Initiative StartUp4Climate 
  The start-up initiative StartUp4Climate focusses on 

start-up support specifically on climate change and 

sustainability, as well as a new, long-term approach to 

reducing emissions and resource efficiency. Funded 

by the National Climate Initiative of the German Fed-

eral Ministry for the Environment StartUp4Climate 

the world's first national start-up initiative for an envi-

ronmentally friendly economy. ADT, initiated 

StartUp4Climate together with the Borderstep Institute 

in Berlin and the University of Oldenburg.  

The challenges of climate change are becoming in-

creasingly important for incubators that are focal 

points and hubs for start-ups and see a growing need 

for targeting support on environmental and sustaina-

bility-oriented entrepreneurs. Therefore the partners of 

StartUp4Climate will develop a systematic approach 

to develop new incentives, to try out new instruments, 

2014 with mean-

while 20 member 

centers. In mid-

January 2015 this 

work group has 

met in Berlin to 

improve the 

framework and 

infrastructure for 

green green-tech 

business start-

ups.  

One outcome of 

that meeting is a 

new leaflet in-

forming about  

the aims of the 

ADT 
 

establish activities of information, training and advice, 

and initiate a comprehensive network of climate-

friendly and sustainability-oriented start-ups. 

To coordinate such activities, ADT has established a 

work group "Green Economy" in the beginning of  

work group and its members. More information is avail-

able for download and from the ADT website  

Contact: Uta Jantzen; SDO Profile: ADT 
Contact: Chairman Bertram Dressel  

Website: Startup4Climate www.startup4climate.de 

  The Secrets of Successful Business Incubators 
  

 

ADT, the German  Federal 

Business Incubator Associa-

tion, has published the pro-

gram for the ADT Spring 

Conference that will be held 

April 26 - 28 2015 in Schmal-  

SchmalSchmalkalden 

The ADT Spring conference will be hosted by the 

“Technology and Startup Promotion Agency 

Schmalkalden / Dermbach” in the University of Applied 

Sciences Schmalkalden. The social program will in-

clude a visit to the historical city of Schmalkalden and 

an evening reception in the FBF gallery at the church of 

kalden / Thuringia. “The secrets of successful Incuba-

tor Operation” is the title of this event including ses-

sions on “Networks as a basis for technology transfer 

and start-up support” as well as “Infrastructural re-

quire 

St George, a unique historical 

ensemble of the Middle Ages. The 

festive dinner, hosted by the incu-

bator TGF Schmalkalden in the 

histo 
 

requirements of future tenants of an innovation cen-

ter”. Seminars will be offered on topics like "Tools for 

for effective incubator management" and a panel will 

discuss "Innovation centers between the national 

economy / regional benefits and economic necessity“ 

that will include presentations of successful incubators 

from different regions and environments. 

historic Council Chamber of the city.  Additionally 

participants may benefit from a tour through the history 

of the city of Schmalkalden and the Renaissance Castle 

Wilhelmsburg. 

For more details and registration see website 

SDO Profile: ADT, SDO Profile TGZ Schmalkalden: 

Contact: Ute Jantzen adt@adt-online.de  

     ADT Summer School 2015 “Best Practice - Future Trends” 
  ADT, the German Association 

of Innovation, Technology and 

Business Incubation Centres is 

planning to hold the 1st ADT-

Summer School"German 

Techno 
 

leading German incubators and parks. 

The summer school will include 9 modules covering 

topics from an overview “Germany´s Technology Cen-

ters and Parks –Elements of the Economic Structural 

Change” through “Set-up and Development of Technol-

ogy Centers Technology Centers: Best Practice - Future 

Trends" in Berlin, September 7 - 10, 2015. 

The summer school addresses political decision mak-

ers, representatives of regional business development 

agencies, tech-transfer officers as well as members of 

management teams of incubation and technology 

centers and parks, who want to improve their know-

ledge and skills of developing new business structures. 

The lessons will be given by experienced managers of 

ogy Center and Parks”, “Financing and Management of 

Technology Centers”, and “Development of Technolo-

gy Clusters” to “International Networking of Technolo-

gy Regions”. Also Start-up support services, Public 

Relations and Marketing and a Case Study will be part 

of the program. 

For more details, download the flyer available on the 

ADT website below.  

Contact: Andrea Glaser; SDO profile: ADT 

: ADT 

 
     

http://startup4climate.de/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Unterstuetzungssystem_fuer_gruene_Unternehmensgruendungen_in_Deutschland_2014.pdf
http://www.adt-online.de/files/startup4climate_projektinfo-flyer_klein.compressed.pdf
mailto:adt@adt-online
mailto:bdressel@tzdresden.de
http://www.startup4climate.de/
http://www.adt-online.de/index.php?article_id=56&itemId=12
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=26
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=936
mailto:adt@adt-online.de
mailto:glaser@adt-online.de
http://wwww.adt-online.de/
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=26
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    Putting Keywords together in Innovation Ecosystem 
  

 

The 20th Annual “Bal-

tic Dynamics” confer-

ence will he held under 

the headline “Putting 

Keywords 

ship, innovation and technology transfer. 

CALL for Contributions 

Organizers invite to consider contributing to the pro-

gram and to submit a short topic outline (ca. 10 lines).  

Keywords together in Innovation Ecosystem”. The 

event will be hosted by a member of Baltic Associa-

tion of Science Parks and Innovation Centers (BAS-

TIC), the Kaunas Science and Technology Park - in 

Santaka Valley in Kaunas, May 27 - 29, 2015. 

The Baltic Dynamics Conference is annually orga-

nized and an initiative of Baltic countries aimed at 

promoting international co-operation in the fields of 

innovation, entrepreneurship support and technology 

transfer. The Conference is organized since 1995 in 

turn by Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania and in future 

also in Finland and Sweden. The conference attracts 

participants many countries from all continents by 

promoting exchange of experience and adding to the 

successful development of innovation ecosystems.  

Attendees of the Baltic Dynamics benefit from the 

excellent opportunity to combine the conference with 

networking with potential partners of Baltic Sea Re-

gion program. Colleagues from other European re-

gions will get connected with people coming from 

different countries, from both the private and public 

sectors, who share the same passion for entrepreneur-

ship 

 

On the basis of these contributions a program of 6-8 

parallel sessions will be built. Suggested topics: 

 Incubators vs Accelerators vs S&T Parks 

 Europe in a Changing World – Inclusive, Innova-

tive and reflective societies 

 Financial Engineering Tools for Start-ups 

 PPP in Building Innovation Ecosystem 

 Science with and for Society 

 Social Innovation: Personal Development Ap-

proaches 

 Gender Equality in the the Innovation System  

Submissions from academics, policy makers, consult-

ants, managers in innovation management, technology 

transfer as well as in SMEs support field are strongly 

encouraged. Outlines of proposed should be sent by 

April 30, 2015 to email: info@balticdynamics.com.  

The early bird conference registration rate is availa-

ble until April 30, 2015! More information and the 

registration form is available on the conference website 

Contact: Tomas Černevičius  

Conference and registration website:  

SDO Profile: Kaunas Technology Park 

     Santaka combines the Strengths of the Key Innovation Ecosystem Players in Kaunas  
  “Santaka” is a name to remember; it is the integrated 

science, studies and business valley serving the whole 

Kaunas city region. The newly formed Kaunas Sci-

ence and Technology Park (Kaunas STP) is a key 

player in this ecosystem. Kaunas STP is the result of 

merging experienced technoparks and business incu-

bators 

STP and founding member 

of SPICE Group, summa-

rized “merging these entities 

allows to establish a single 

infrastructure for services of 

higher quality. It was agreed 

by t 
 

bators:  the KTU Regional Science Park (est. 1998), 

the Kaunas High-Tech and IT Park (est. 2003), and 

Kaunas Regional Innovation Centre (est. 2002).  

The new entity takes over all functions of the merged 

institutions and will continue to support companies 

operating in various fields of research, development 

and innovation. It will facilitate the commercialization 

of research results of scientific institutions and en-

courage the creation of innovative products and tech-

nological enterprises. With Santaka the Kaunas region 

has a new center of attraction for creation and devel-

opment of knowledge-intensive businesses where high 

added value innovation support services are provided. 

The quality of supplied services increases a competi-

tiveness of innovative businesses and creates a culture 

of innovation. The new park is open to all entrepre-

neurs, scientists and researchers. 

Kaunas STP will carry out all functions of a technolo-

gy business incubator; it will provide favorable condi-

tions for the development of technology based, inno-

vative small and medium businesses by providing 

information, advice, training and practical assistance. 

Dr. Pranas Bernardas Milius, the director of Kaunas 

STP, 

by the shareholders that such a partnership ensures the 

constant development of perspectives of entrepreneuri-

al and innovation culture in Lithuania”. 

Founders of Kaunas STP state that the focus will be 

put on the promotion of co-operation among business, 

science and studies as well as on development of inno-

vation networks and the creation and development of 

technology start-ups. “Santaka”, Kaunas STP provides 

one of the most attractive infrastructures in Lithuania: 

an incubator for technology-based businesses, a youth 

entrepreneurship center as well as premises for work-

shops and events.  

The state-of-the-art environment offers opportunities 

for business and science to develop and test new proto-

types and innovative solutions. With operations in 4 

buildings in different areas of Kaunas city and more 

than 10.000 sqm of office, conference, meeting, exper-

imental production premises, Kaunas STP became one 

of the largest innovation support service providers not 

only in Kaunas and Lithuania, but also in the Baltic 

States. 

Contact: Tomas Černevičius  

SDO Profile: Kaunas Regional SP  
    

mailto:info@balticdynamics.com
http://www.balticdynamics.com/
mailto:,%20tomas.cernevicius@kaunomtp.lt
http://www.balticdynamics.com/
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=41
mailto:tomas.cernevicius@kaunomtp.lt
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=41
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    SPICE Update No 102 for the first time we reported on the 

different aspects of the entrepreneurship support system of 
a specific place: Berlin. 

In this issue of our newsletter we take another look at this 

city – and still cannot show the „full” picture. There are too 

many 

 very different character and 

have a variety of aims. The 
public and the private sector , 

both are active – a dynamic 
scene. 

 

Entrepreneurial Hotspots 
 

BERLIN 

Many new initiatives aimed at supporting entrepreneurship 

and growth of startup companies. These initiatives are of 

very 

We invite our readers to comment and advice on information 

gaps we could fill in following newsletters. 
         Communist and Western Pop Stars behind Asbestos Walls 
Preparing for the opening of a new business incubator 

in Berlin workers are renovating part of the former east 

-German government offices in the center of the city - 

and found communist and Western pop stars behind 

asbestor 
 

European School of 

Management and 

Technology have 

joined for providing 

the asbestos walls. “To us, they represent the dream to 

stand out and shine, even in an environment of con-

formism.” say the website of the new incubator, and 

“GTEC is about enabling people and ideas to stand out 

and shine, so we thought this should be our photog-

raphy background.” 

With GTEC, the German Tech Entrepreneurship Cen-

ter, to be opened on the ESMT Campus in June 2015 

Berlin will get one more start-up support organization 

backed by strong partners from the business sector: 

The multinationals Henkel  and RWE, the law firm 

Noerr , Sigmund Kiener Foundation,  and the  

Globumbus Foundation  together with ESMT, the 

European 

the advice and support needed by startup companies 

for growing successfully. 

The GTEC campus will provide office space for 

startups as well as workspace for experts and mentors 

from large companies. Some prominent partners al-

ready have decided to move in: Berlin Startup Acade-

my (early-stage accelerator), and TechStars, one of the 

best known accelerator programs.  

In February 2015 GTEC launched “GTEC Open Lec-

tures”, a series of public lectures in which national and 

international experts come together with young entre-

preneurs to share experiences.  

SDO Profile: GTEC Berlin, Contact Martha Ihlbrock   

 Berlin Other Peoples’ Failures  

 Learning from mistakes is certainly 

not a bad thing; especially if it is 

from other People’s mistakes. Part 

of the 
 

finally have two that are successful or that one wrong 

step can mean the end of a political career. Examples 

from the marketing sector and chocolate making 

showed of the numerous meetups offered in Berlin since No-

vember 2014 is an event intended to help learning from 

mistakes other entrepreneurs made. For sure this learn-

ing is cheaper than experiencing own failures (fee of 5 

€ including beer and water is not a high price).   

The interest in presentations of failures was shown by 

120 participants at the first Berlin FuckUp Night and 

about 150 at the second event of this series.  However, 

participants will have to find out themselves if the 

stories presented provide learning opportunities useful 

for the own venture. 

According the newsletter “Gründerszene” one of the 

stories presented was about a newly developed coffee 

maker that exploded when presented. Other examples 

were about the need to invent and test 40 games to 

fianlly 

showed that competitors may possibly have better 

contacts in the business and doing too many things at 

the same time may lead to failure. 

The “what happened” was entertaining, participants 

seemed to enjoy it. But more about the “why” or the 

“lessons (to be) learned” could be useful.  

Anyway, now also Berlin has its FuckUp Nights orga-

nized by and in the Rainmaking Loft that already 

identified locations with more space for the upcoming 

monthly events.   

FuckUp Nights in 2014 were organized in 74 cities in 

26 countries.  

More (in German) on Gruenderszene  or in the blog of 

the daily newspaper “Tagesspiegel”  

Contact: FuckUp Nights: hola@fuckupnights.com 

 Startup with a Mission:  Promote Female Entrepreneurship 
Just a few weeks ago a new business started in Berlin: 

“Fempreneur – The Lifestyle Magazine for Female 

Entrepreneurs”.  Berlin is the German city that counts 

women still have 

hard time and no 

matter how flexible 

is, 
 

the highest number of startups initiated by women and 

the Association of Female Entrepreneurs (VDU) sees a 

trend towards more female entrepreneurs. 

In March 2015 Fempreneur held a meet-up in Berlin 

that was attended by about a dozen women who agreed 

that the most important motivation for women to start a 

business is gaining room for own decisions and differ-

ent models for organizing the working environment. In 

companies led by men the different approaches of 

women 

an employer is, “your own business more flexible”, as 

Stephanie Bschorr, President of VDU was quoted in 

the Berlin daily newspaper “Tagesspiegel”.  

 “Fempreneurs” should not be understood as a lifestyle 

magazine only, “but it should rather find a community 

with people … who share similar values and see them-

selves as supportive network”. The "Fempreneur"meet-

up group was imitated for building that community. 

Contact: info@fempreneur.de Website: Fempreneur  

    

  

http://www.henkel.de/
https://www.rwe.de/
http://www.noerr.com/
http://www.sigmund-kiener-stiftung.de/home/
http://www.globumbus.com/
https://www.esmt.org/
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2833
mailto:press@gtec.berlin
http://www.gruenderszene.de/
http://fuckupnights.com/infographic2014
http://www.gruenderszene.de/allgemein/fuckupnight-berlin-rainmaking?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=daily&utm_term=fuckupnight-berlin-rainmaking&utm_date=2015-01-17
http://www.tagesspiegel.de/berlin/bezirke/kreuzberg-blog/event-fuer-gruender-schoener-scheitern-bei-der-berliner-fuck-up-night/11229986.html
mailto:hola@fuckupnights.com
https://www.vdu.de/
mailto:info@fempreneur.de
http://www.fempreneur.de/
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Incubator Quality New on SPICA World Map  

SPICA Directory has introduced a minimum “quality stand-

ard” for being listed on SPICA World Map”. This standard 

does not evaluate the quality of an incubator / technopark 

 

Lithuania: Panevezys Science and 

Technology Park operating from 

2008. Today it has 3 client companies 
 

operations, but the quality of information provided.  

 Organizations with actual and complete data within 

with 10 employees. 

SPD Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2083 

recent two years are shown on SPICA World Map 

 Profiles inserted or updated more than 24 months ago 

are not accessible for directory users 

SPICA World Map only shows locations of “Centers” (in-  

Finland: Aalto Start-Up Center since 1997 

has served 800 on-site & 200 off-site clients. 

800 companies in total have graduated. Now it 

has 110 client firms 

cubators, technoparks,, associations, consulting, support  

and 

SPD Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2313 

 and finance organizations) that have provided a complete 

and actual profile 

Turkey: ODTÜ Teknokent is 

Technopark was opened in 2000  

 

 

SPICA World Map  
www.spica-directory.net/map 

and at this time has103 companies with 980 employees. 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=1952 

 

USA: the new accelerator Star Park in 

Austin, Texas began activities in 2012 and 

at this time has 5 client firms.and serves 45 off-site clients 

SPICA World Map now is the main entry point for users SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2579 

of the directory. From that map access to the individual 

incubator technopark/ / association profiles in SPICA Di-

rectory is possible. There also are other ways of finding a 

Germany: SET-UP the incubator which was 

opened in June 2014. It  has 16 clients firms 

on-site and 5 firms off-site 
 

specific profile. For example, by using the “search” func-

tion 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2568 

 tion in the main menu. 

Your Organization is not yet in SPICA Directory?  
Adding your profile to SPICA World Map is simple:  

Romania: CIT-TE ICPE Center for Technology 

Information Fairs and Exhibitions since 2005 

served in total 25 / 200 companiess on-/off-site. 

On the homepage of SPICA Directory select tab “Insert SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2476 

new profile” and follow instructions to add a new profile  

If your organization is listed in the Directory but you did 

not yet receive a user name / password for accessing your 

profile, contact the SPICA Directory Team at up-

date@spica-directory.net    

Note: to access SPICE Directory profiles you need to be 

registered as user. Profiles that have been updated recently 

are available at www.spica-directory.net/recent.php  
 

Advice – Support – Finance in SPICA Directory  

The ASF Section (Advice – Support – Finance) provides 

access to  information about organizations and companies 

active in the ecosystem to provide important functions for 

innovation, entrepreneurship and growth. Public and private 

not-for-profit organizations can publish their profile free of 

charge if they provide references to incubators / tech-

noparks listed In SPICA Directory. 

Being still in a “Beta status” the ASF section already offers 

the possibility to access information and to insert infor-

mation about consulting,  supporting and financing organi-

zations.   

Germany: “NordZentren” is the 

network of 16 bsuiness incubators in 

the most Northern State of Germany  

SDO Profile: NordZentren 

 

India: PSG-Science and Technology 

Entrepreneurs Park Coimbatore since 1998 

served 110 companies. Today it has 37 clients 

firms with 250 employees. 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=1606 

 Palestine: ICT Incubator of 

the - Islamic University Gaza  

since 2006 served 220 companies on-site and 20 off-site 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2022 

 

Tunisia: The Elgazala Technopark and 

Incubator are working since 2002 and 1999 

respectively. The technopark now has 90 com- 

companies panies on site; the incubator has 17 cleints at this time 

plus 42 graduates (150 jobs) 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2201  

We invite you to try and test the new section and help us to 

improve  this section of SPICA Directory by adding your 

organization profile (if related with any incubator / 

technopark www.spica-directory.net/asf/entry.php 

Canada: The Technoparc Montréal (Saint-

Laurent Campus), the largest technopark of Canada  

is operating since 1997 with today 65 firms  

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=503  

 

To add a new profile of your organization to the ASF 

 
 

Sweden: The Science Park 

Halmstadt is operationg since 

1986 section, use the following link 

www.spica-directory.net/admin/centers/new.php 

1986 and at this time has 25 cleint firms (+ 100 graduates) 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=1814  
 
 

 

 

http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2083
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2313
http://www.spica-directory.net/map
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=1952
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2579
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2568
http://www.spica-directory.net/
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2476
mailto:update@spica-directory.net
mailto:update@spica-directory.net
http://www.spica-directory.net/recent.php
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=175
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=1606
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2022
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2201
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/entry.php
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=503
http://www.spica-directory.net/admin/centers/new.php
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=1814
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More than 100 graduates from InQbator in Poznan, Poland 

 InQbator, a department of Poznan Science and Tech-

nology Park, supports the development of innovative 

or tech start-ups from the early stages of a business 

ideas. The InQbator team is sharing knowledge and 

experience with their clients to help making their 

dreams of starting a new business and developing it to  

Other, more advanced ways to 

support the startups are coach-

ing, seed funding and going 

international. A few thousand 

people have already been sup-

ported with those services. 
InQbator’s 

 
success a reality. 

InQbator started with supporting 16 clients. A year  

InQbator’s efforts have been recognized on the inter-

national scale already in 2009 when InQbator won the 

award later, the number had grown 

to 36. During the seven years 

of operation, over a hundred 

companies graduated from 

the InQbation program. Those 

graduates contribute greatly 

to 

 

Award "Best Science Based Incubator 2009";  catego-

ry "Most Promising New Incubator". 

All in all InQbator has become a hub for entrepreneur-

ship not only for the Poznan Science and Technology 

Park (PSTP) it is part of, but for the Poznan region and 

beyond.  PSTP this year is celebrating its 20
th
 Anni-

versary to the local growth, e.g. creating new jobs (the current 

clients employ approx. 300 people). 

 versary (see page XX) and the InQbator staff and 

clients certainly join the celebration.  

Since the very beginning InQbator supported actively 

young people with business ideas – mainly students, 

graduates and researchers. The incubator helps them 

with the development of their careers, including clas-

ses on entrepreneurship that are provided by two local 

universities or courses of entrepreneurial mindset.   

Contact: Anna Torz 

Contact: Maciej Nowak  

SDO Profile InQbator 

SDO Profile PSTP  

Photos in this article by 

Dominik Tryba 

     
The First SPICE BÄR* Summer Workshop & 5

th
  Picnic in Berlin 

  We have had five annual SPICE G&G Workshops in 

Berlin in recent years. These workshops are character-

ized 

- The Workshop on Friday, July 17, 2015 that will 

be hosted by CHIC, the Charlottenburg Innova-

tion ized by roundtable discussions about 

topics participants are interested in 

an open and personal atmosphere 

(with a limited number of attendees), 

and a “fun component” introducing 

to places participants normally may 

not find.  
 

tion Center right in the center of Berlin  

- Visit to a Music, Art, and Food Festival in 

front of Charlottenburg Castle 

- The SPICE Picnic #5 to be enjoyed at an 

interesting and enjoyable place near Berlin 

The SPICE Summer Workshop & Picnic is open 

 not discover. Therefore, it is not a surprise that 

the G&G Workshops received high marks from 

participants and gained increasing interest – also 

from non-members. However, in December at-

tendees of the events only could experience cold 

weather in Berlin. This led to the proposal to 

organize 
 

for members of the SPICE network 

and invited guests.  

In case you are interested to be 

invited contact us:  

 

organize a SPICE Summer Workshop 

combined with one more SPICE Picnic. 

Now, we are starting what could become 

another series: The first SPICE Summer 

Workshop will be held in Berlin, July 17 

– 19, 2015 with following components: 
 

 

Email: larisa@spice-group.net  
*Do you remember? SPICE BÄR is an informal 

subnetwork of SPICE Group. It brings together the 

SPICE Members located in and around Berlin on a  

regular basis (ca. ever 6 weeks) for an exchange of 

information, experience and gossip – over an enjoya-

ble dinner. 

    
The SPICE BÄR Dinners #24 and #25 

  

 

The 24
th

 SPICE BÄR Dinner 

in the restaurant Samowar 

(near Charlottenburg Castle) 

serving Russian cuisine was 

selected. A good choice! The  

friendls 

For the SPICE BÄR Dinner #25 

an African restaurant in the famous 

district Prenzlauer Berg was cho-

sen: Massai. This place was just 

great for enjoying African delica-

cies  friendly service and excellent quality of food contrib-

uted much to the pleasure. The specialty of this din-

ner? The first appearance of the SPICE BÄR Choir to 

record the birthday song for a video clip to congratu-

late SPICE Boy Janis Stabulnieks - …  

cies (like Kudu, Ostrich, Zebra or 

Antelope) well prepared and served in 

a cozy atmosphere with giraffes eve-

rywhere (but not on the plates!). Great 

place, great food, great birthday video! 
   

      
 
  

mailto:anna.torz@ppnt.poznan.pl
mailto:maciej.nowak@ppnt.poznan
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2126
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=43
mailto:larisa@spice-group.net
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 Business Incubation in MENA  

 

This page provides information about incubation activities from MENA (Middle East 
and North Africa).  MENA

inc
 is the regional infoDev supported network of business 

incubators and technology parks. More information: 

 hppt//:iisc.infodev.org/en/Region.5.html or http://www.menainc.org contact Mr. Mo-
hammed Allam at  m3allam@gmail.com   

 

 

 

 

 Tunisia Tunisia: ESPRIT Incubator starts activities                                               by Alaya Betayeb 

 The first step to imitate oper-

ations of the ESPRIT Incuba-

tor in Tunis is a testing and 

screening program for poten-

tial incubatees 

 

2000 m² of space will be hosting already registered 

12 European SMEs willing to conduct R&D on 

Esprit Campus  and 800 m² for pre-incubation, , 

incubation and acceleration and 1.200 m² interna-

tional tial incubates that  takes a month and began January 

12, 2015. This activity is backed by Samsung Elec-

tronics and Yunus Social Business and will lead to 

the launching of the first incubation Pilot phase that 

started March 3 and resulted in the start of the first 

acceleration batch to be launched in May. Finally, 

the international accelerator will open next summer. 

This part of the ESPIRI activities will offer 1.200 m² 

of space dedicated to hosting foreign partners' incu-

batees and other international start-ups ready to set 

base in Tunisia and targeting MENA, African and 

Mediterranean markets. 

The incubator is part of the Esprit Innovation Hub 

which is composed of 1.600 m² Co-working space, a 

R&D and Innovation lab, a conference room, a 

pitching hall as well as a Learning Factory which on 

tional acceleration space.  

The ESPRIT Incubator has been initiated by the 

private university ESPRIT which opened its doors 

since 2003 to educate students in IT, telecommuni-

cations, electro-mechanical and civil engineering. 

Starting with 40 students at opening, now ESPRIT is 

educating more than 4.000 students every year with 

additional students in evening classes. For the incu-

bator ESPRIT has joined forces in 2014 with part-

ners from the industry, such as Orange and Samsung 

as well as NGOs such as Mercy Corp.  

Esprit Incubator is also partnering with incubators & 

accelerators from Silicon Valley, Canada, France 

and Germany.  

Contact: Alaya Bettaieb;  

SDO Profile: ESPRIT Incubator  

Oman More than 500 applications for Entrepreneurship Award  

As an outcome of an SME 

support workshop in Saih Al-

Shamikat, Oman, his Majesty 

Sulta Qaboos Bin Saeed 

decided to establish a high 

level entrepreneurship award 

in 2014. Managed by the 

Public Authority for SME 

Development 

 

institutions that are actively 

and significantly contributing 

to financing SMEs. 

In January 2015 during a 

ceremony conducted in Qa-

boos University in Oman 13 

entrepreneurs and companies 
where awarded according to 

the Development the award has started and it is now in 

the final stages. More than 500 applications to the 

award were received competing for one of the more 

than 30 awards in different categories. Not only 

small and medium enterprises SMEs can participate. 

One of these categories, for example, is the “Best 

Entity Award” for government agencies that have 

contributed actively to support SMEs through poli-

cies and procedures and different initiatives.  An-

other example is an award that honors financial 

institutions 

the evaluation of the Judging Panel.  

Contact: Award manager Fahad Harthy  

Website: http://www.theaward.om 
 

This article is based on a report by Mahammad Allam Al-

Qaed, published in” MENAinc Update”  
 

*Members of the Jury Panel were: Mr. Andrwe Schedmnn (UK), 

Dr. Mohammad Buhejji (Bahrain), Dr. Nabeel Shalabi (Egypt), 

Dhua Awayes (UAE), Noora Al-Mannaie (Qatar), Waleed Zaki 

(Lebanon), Mohammad Allam (Bahrain), Bahaa Barakat (UAE), 

Dr. Dhafir Al-Shanfari (Oman), Saud Al-Buazizi (Oman), Tariq 

Al-Aamri (Oman). 

    Bahrain  

The Bahrain Award for 

Entrepreneurship, being 

held under the patronage of 

His Royal Highness Prince 

Salman bin Hamad Al Kha-

lifa, the Crown Prince, First 

Deputy Prime Minister and 

Chairman of Bahrain Eco-

nomic  

The Award is designed to 

support Bahraini businesses 

and recognize the efforts and 

contributions of businesses 

and entrepreneurs to Bah-

rain’s economy. The award 

categories are: Micro-

Enterprise of the Year (micro 
nomic Development Board is officially launched to 

coincide with the Bahrain Noor El Ain Festival.  

enterprises and productive families), Startup of the 

Year (companies                … continued on next page … 

  

mailto:disc.infodev.org/en/Region.5.html
http://www.menainc.org/
mailto:m3allam@gmail.com
http://www.esprit.ens.tn/
mailto:alaya.bettaieb@gmail.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2575
mailto:fahad.harthy@alraffd.gov.om
http://www.theaward.om/
http://www.menainc.org/
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. … continued from previous page …  

established   for less than 36 months months), Enter-

prises of the Year (SMEs), Enterprises of the Year 

(Large Companies), and Sustainable Business 

Award. In addition, a People’s Choice Award will 

follow a different mechanism that takes the public 

vote into consideration. This comes alongside the 

Lifetime Achievement Award, which is aimed at 

long-standing entrepreneurial pioneers. Businesses 

initiate nominations made on behalf of a third-party 

or through direct application. A panel of judges 

evaluates the applications based on enterprise 

growth, economic impact, optimization of talent and 

diversity, leadership and innovation, business re-

sponsibility and entrepreneurial spirit. The panel will 

consist of well-respected high-profile Bahraini and 

some of the region’s best entrepreneurs.  

Contact: info@BahrainAE.com or website  

  Tunisia New Social Business Accelerator started 

The social business ac-

celerator iBDA has been 

launched in Tunis by by 

Yunus Social Business 

(YSB) 
 

personal coaching, as well as courses business plan-

ning and financial projections. At the end of the 

program, the companies will have the opportunity to 

present themselves for funding. To provide the ad-

vice (YSB) and the African Development Bank (AFDB) 

with support of "Japanese Trust Fund" and "Multi 

Donor Trust Fund for Countries in Transition", in 

partnership with the auditing firm Mazars, Yale 

University and the JWT advertising agency. . 

The goal of the program is to help entrepreneurial 

beginners acquire the skills and tools necessary to 

manage a successful social business. To begin with, 

iBDA (which in Arabic literally means “Start”) in-

vited for applications (deadline was March 22, 2015) 

for identifying the first 11 candidates for the pro-

gram. The selected participants from around Tunisia 

will enter in a three-month intensive training courses,   

vice and consulting of the needed quality iBDA has 

built a team of multidisciplinary consultants (con-

sulting experience, entrepreneurship, international 

development and venture capital) to accompany and 

advise program participants.   

A Social Business Steering Committee consisting of 

representatives from government, the private sector, 

civil society, development agencies and the man-

agement team of MHSB program of the ADB, will 

advise and validate the iBDA activities and provide 

strategic directions 

Website: http://www.ibda.tn/  

Contact: iBDA Team / SDO Profile: iBDA  

  

  Business Incubation in ASIA  
This section provides information about incubation activities from the ASIA 

region. APIN, the Asia Pacific Incubation Network is the regional networks of 

business incubators and technology parks set up with support from infoDev. See 

www.incubationasia.com/index.php; contact Suresh Kumar, psgstep@vsnl.com  

   India $400m to grow Technology Based Businesses 

Successful Social Enterprise Incubation in India 

Villgro, describing itself as the „oldest social enter-

prise incubator in India” has published key figures 

describing the impact reached in recent year.  Villgro 

welcomed 8 new companies (in energy, agriculture, 

education, and health) bringing the number of compa-

nies served up to 14 and the total number up to 103. 

Villgro also is reporting about 4000 jobs created by 

the 

 

An example for compa-

nies incubated is LifeCat-

alyst, a company provid-

ing a blood glucose 

measuring device which 

can be used anytime and 

anywhere, so that diabe-

tes patients can check 

their the companies and 76mn Rupees (ca. USD 2mn) seed 

capital provided plus 837nm Rupees investment. 

In general, “Villgro funds and incubates early-stage, 

innovation-based, for-profit social enterprises that 

have significant impact on the lives of India’s poor.” 

regularly. With this device more than 30 million 

undiagnosed people could be reached.  More exam-

ples are to be found on Villgro website   

Contact:  Aditi Seshadri  and Rathin Roy 

SDO Profile: Villgro   

 India The 7th Scankalp Summit: Fueling the Innovation Economy 

The 7
th

 Scankalp Summit: “Fueling the 

Innovation Economy: Role of Govern-

ment, Private Sector and Capital” will 

be held April 9-10, 2015  in Vigyan 

Bhawan 
 

impacting the growth of the inclusive development 

sector. The forum will put the “Spotlight on Policy 

and Reform for Impact” – from India to across 

Asia and Africa to understand the role of govern-

ments Bhawan, Delhi, India and explore innovation as a 

trigger for Inclusion, bringing Government as an actor 

in equitable development and interplay of this trigger 

with Social Business, Capital and Corporates. The 

event track “Fueling the Innovative Economy” will 

provide opportunities to learn how innovations are  

ments and policymakers in scaling innovations and 

creating an enabling environment. The summit will 

showcase innovative strategies, partnerships and 

trends global corporates are adopting to build an 

impetus for inclusive development.  

Contact: Sankalp Forum / Website for registration 

     
  

mailto:info@BahrainAE.com
http://bahrainae.com/
http://www.ibda.tn/
http://www.yunussb.com/
http://www.yunussb.com/
http://www.afdb.org/en/
http://eng.mazars.de/Home
https://www.jwt.com/
http://www.ibda.tn/
mailto:tunisia@yunussb.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2840
http://www.incubationasia.com/index.php
mailto:psgstep@vsnl.com
http://www.villgro.org/index.php/possible
mailto:aditi@villgro.org
mailto:info@villgro.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/admin/centers/edit.php?id=2577
mailto:sankalpforum@intellecap.com
http://www.sankalpforum.com/summit/global-summit-2015/
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      Business Incubation in ECA 
This section provides information about incubation programs from the ECA 

region (Eastern Europe and Central Asia).  ECA
bit

 is the regional networks of 

business incubators and technology parks, set up with infoDev support. Infor-

mation: www.ecabit.org/ contact Olga Lapteva  oilapteva.tmb@gmail.com   
      Romania Timisoara: Building on CoderDojo’s success 

   CoderDojo Timisoara is a local, non-formalized 

initiative, within CoderDojo, a global movement of 

500+ programming education clubs for children and 

young people in 50 countries. 

Considering that coding becomes our days’ literacy, 

 
 

and entrepreneurs).Besides introduc-

ing interested kids to a wide range of 

technologies, they are empowered to 

better collaborate, to lead teams, to 

present and communicate, both in 

Romanian and aiming to play an active role in facing Europe’s 

2020 forecasted 900.000 programming jobs deficit, 

CoderDojo functions under several principles span-

ning 

Romanian and English languages. Participating kids 

also are exposed to tech events like the Global Day 

of Code Retreat, HackTM, Timisoa Game Developers 

ning from free access of 

kids to knowledge and 

technology platform neu-

trality to participation of 

kids from families with 

less favored social status. 

 

 

Group, Startup Weekend, etc. 

CoderDojo Timisoara is championing the expansion 

of the movement in Romania and beyond. Activities in 

Timisoara inspired similar initiatives in further eight 

Romanian cities as well as Chisinau leading to an 

informal but active CoderDojo Romania & Moldova 

CoderDojo Timisoara started to operate in January 

2013, gathering on a weekly base in Timisoara 

Startup Hub, its permanent location, a growing num-

ber of 7 to 17 years old kids (reaching over 93 in 

October 2014) mentored by a corps of about 20 men-

tors  (high school and university students, employees 

network. Additionally initiatives in Szeged and Istan-

bul were invited to join. 

CoderDojo Timisoara’s champion Radu Ticiu se-

cures the link with the global CoderDojo organization, 

being member of the Community Committee.  

Contact Radu Ticiu; SDO Profile: StartUp Hub  

   Ukraine Thoughts about Entrepreneurship Support after the Crisis 

   

 

Krzysztof Zasiadly returned to 

his activities in Ukraine. He was 

active in this country since the 

early 90ies and continuously 

kept the contacts active. Now, as 

part of his volunteer activities he 

has  

ty and UBICA began working on the components Fund, 

Entrepreneurship Development, Business Support Centre / 

Business Incubator. Also professionals from Kharkov, 

Andrej Tarelin and Inna Gagauz were invited to partici-

pate in this work – having in mind that, especially in the 

Eastern Ukraine a program to promote entrepreneurship  

 has been invited by the International Reform 

University MAYDAN (see Facebook) to visit 

Kiev in February 18-22 to assist work on a pro-

gram for developing the SME support structure. 

During an earlier visit in December Krzysztof 

presneted 

will be needed –  hopefully soon. A round table “Renais-

sance of Entrepreneurship initiatives in Eastern Ukraine" 

was held by MAYDAN University during the visit on Feb 

20, 2015. The debate included also topics related to em-

ployment for people displaced from Eastern Ukraine.  

presented Polish and EU experience regarding 

innovation and entrepreneurship support and 

advised to co-operate with the national Ukrainian 

association UBICA that still is active through all 

the difficult developments in the country. Visit-

ing the association gave an opportunity for pro-

moting 

 

 

Participants approved a 

resolution and conclusions 

addressed to Ukraine’s 

President, Prime Minister 

and Head of of Parlia-

ment.   

 moting cooperation within the country. 

Based on Krzysztof’s draft concept the Universi-

ty  

Contact: Krzysztof Zasiadly  zasiadly@hotmail.com  

Website: UBICA; SDO Profile: UBICA 

   Bulgaria Sofia Hi-Tech Park to be completed in 2015 

   The main goal of the Sofia Hi-

Tech Park is to boost the devel-

opment of research, innovation 

and technological capabilities of  

support to commercialize new technologies. The main 

focus of this technopark will be on ICT to take advantage 

of the good education and  high number of skilled ICT 

professionals in Bulgaria.  

 Bulgaria. For this purpose, “Sofia Tech Park” 

partners with private and public institutions to 

create a unique environment for innovation, 

implement educational programs and provide  

 

Life Sciences and Energy are the other two technological 

focus areas of the park.  
Contact: Elitsa Panayotova  

SDO Profile:  Sofia Hi-Tech Park  

  

http://www.ecabit.org/
mailto:oilapteva.tmb@gmail.com
mailto:radu.ticiu@gmail.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2524
https://www.facebook.com/pages/%D0%9C%D1%96%D0%B6%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B9-%D0%A3%D0%BD%D1%96%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%81%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%82-%D1%80%D0%B5%D1%84%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BC-%D0%9C%D0%B0%D0%B9%D0%B4%D0%B0%D0%BD/277770625746812
mailto:zasiadly@hotmail.com
http://www.novekolo.info/
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=72
mailto:e.panayotova@sofiatech.bg
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2809
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    Business Incubation in Africa 
This page provides information about incubation activi-

ties and programs from the AFRICA region.  AIN is the 

regional network of business incu- 
 

incubators and technology parks that has been set up with support from the infoDev program. For more infor-

mation, please visit the website http://www.infodev.org/en/Project.22.html or contact  
    South Africa South Africa will celebrate 20 Years of Small Business Promotion 
  “Forging Enterprise 2015” is a national program to 

mark 20 years of small business promotion in South 

Africa.  The government published a White Paper on 

small business promotion in March 1995 and the 

program 
 

White Paper outlining 

policy and program pro-

posals Small Business 

Week - Various partners 

nationwdie program will “mark the road travelled thus far, cele-

brate successes achieved, reflect on remaining gaps 

and challenges, and map the way forward for small 

business promotion in the country”.   

Starting in the second week of May 2015 the three 

weeks program will consist of four key components: 

Small Business Breakfasts – to discuss small busi-

ness – past, present and future – at the nine provin-

cial capitals. The outcome is an SME Community  

nationwide arrange a variety of events / activities 

relate to mark 20 years of small business promotion .. 

National Small Business Assembly - to discusses 

small business promotion comprising an expo and 

awards recognizing key contributors since 1995 

11
th

 INSME Annual Meeting with an International 

INSME Forum and training that focuses on innova-

tion, technology transfer and commercialization. 

More information on website  
     Ethiopia ,Let’s Party! Bahir Dar ICT celebrates second Round of Graduates! 

  The second round graduating incubator clients has 

left the Bahir Dar ICT Business Incubation Center. 

The incubator was supporting these new ICT start-

ups 

bation Center held on March 

23, 2015 time to leave had 

come for 3 incubatees  (and 

(and 

 
ups by providing a suitable working environment, 

business training, market linkages, consulting, fi-

nancial management, and mentoring. With a gradua-

tion ceremony in the Bahir Dar ICT Business Incu-

bation 

8 of the Youth incubation program).Their success was 

celebrated together with guests. 

Contact: Moges Alemu alecmoge@gmail.com  

SDO Profile: Bahir Dar ICT Incubation Center   

       Rwanda Private Business Incubator started Operations 

  Think, a private business incubator in Kigali, 

Rwanda accepted its first clients beginning Novem-

ber 2014. These clients were selected from about 

150 applications and now, for six months benefit 

from 

 

During the six months in the 

Think acceleration program, se-

lected startups engage with a 

technical / business expert to work 

the accelerator by getting access to knowledge, 

network, resources and Tigo’s customers base. Tigo 

is a multi-national telecom operating in 13 countries 

in Central /South America and Africa. Tongai Ma-

ramba, General Manager of Tigo Rwanda, said: 

“We have chosen highly talented and scalable com-

panies to be part of our inaugural cohort and with 

the support from Tigo, Think and other partners, we 

believe these companies will not only do well in 

Rwanda, but will scale across Africa.”  

on creating value out of scalable and exportable prod-

ucts. This helps participants building their own skills 

in business development, fund-raising and other stra-

tegic leadership skills. Additionally, Think offers to 

its program participants: free office space with fast 

broadband access, a 15,000 USD living stipend in 

exchange for 10% equity, and an opportunity for addi-

tional financing at the end of the incubation program. 

Contact: Pierre Kayitana   

SDO Profile: Think Business Incubator  

      East Africa Empowering Adolescent Women in East Africa  
  The SPING accelerator 

has just closed the first 

round of 
 

ments to the businesses.  

The program is supported by UK’s Department for 

Inter round of applications for it’s the East African pro-

gram to empower young women in Kenya, Rwanda 

and Uganda by providing nine months of immersive 

training, mentorship, and collaboration to transform 

the businesses of program participants. The next 

step is a one-day selection camp in Nairobi (May 

2015) that will be followed by a boot camp, proto-

typing, pitch camp and the implementation phase.  

The nine months cycle will end with a SRING Fo-

rum to present the results and attract further invest-

ments 

 

International Development (DFID), the United States 

Agency for International Development (USAID) and 

the Nike Foundation and will start further rounds in 

early 2016 and 2017. This program is aimed at devel-

oping businesses that can improve the lives of adoles-

cent girls living in poverty. SPRING, in phase 2, plans 

to expand to Tanzania and Ethiopia, and in phase 3, to 

Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Nepal. 

Contact: info@springaccelerator.org  

Website: https://www.springaccelerator.org/  

      

http://www.infodev.org/en/Project.22.html
http://www.osiba.co.za/forging_enterprise_2015
mailto:alecmoge@gmail.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2227
mailto:pierre.kayitana@tigo.co.rw
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2829
mailto:info@springaccelerator.org
https://www.springaccelerator.org/
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Important upcoming Events                   http://www.spice-group.de/events/ 

  If the conference hosts are members of SPICE Group the respective logo is shown at the event. As the full list 

of events is taking too much space in the newsletter only a brief overview can be provided. We recommend 

visiting the “Events” section on the SPICE Group website. This page also offers the feature to put your own 

event on the list. Just click on  “Add new information“ and you will be guided through the simple process.  
 

   

Apr 9-10, 2015 in Delhi, India: The 7th Scankalp Summit 
The 7

th
 Scankalp Summit: “Fueling the Innovation 

Economy: Role of Government, Private Sector and 

Capital” will explore innovation as a trigger for In-

clusion, 

sive development sector. The forum will put 

the “Spotlight on Policy and Reform for 

Impact” – from India to Asia and Africa.  
clusion. The event will provide opportunities to learn 

how innovations are impacting growth of the inclu-

sive 

Contact: Sankalp Forum  

Website: for registration  

   Apr 14-15, 2015 in Brussels, Belgium: EU|BIC Essentials Training 

  EBN is offering the EU|BIC Essentials Training that 

will take place in the EBN Networking Center Brus-

sels. It is aimed at new staff members of existing EU| 

tion services. The training will be led 

by  Giordano Dichter, Head of EU| 

BIC Services with practical case 

studies 
 

BICs and to the staff members of organizations that 

are thinking of becoming an EU|BIC. It is also avail-

able for any current EU|BICs staff or managers who 

wish to update themselves on the latest incubation 

studies: Bruno Wattenbergh, Impulse; Patrice Thiry, La 

Maison de L'Entreprise; and Joe Greaney, WESTBIC. 

Contact  Clarelisa Camilleri or Giordano Dichter   

SDO Profile: EBN / Registration website  

   Apr 26–28, 2015 in Schmalkalden, Germany: ADT Spring Conference 2015  

 

The Annual ADT Spring Conference 

2015 will be held April 26 – 28, 2015 

in Schmalkalden, a historical city 

with little more than 20,000 inhabit-

ants 

mation between the participants than the (larger) annu-

al conferences of the German Federal Association of 

Business Incubation and Technology Centers (ADT) 

can offer. 

in the Southwest of Thuringia.  

The ADT Spring conferences provide more room for 

Roundtable discussions and direct exchange of infor-

mation 

The conference will be hosted by the business incuba-

tor  Technology & Startup Promotion Schmalkalden 

Contact: ADT secretariat 

  Apr 26–29, 2015 in Denver, Colorado, USA: 29
th

 Annual NBIA Conference  

 

NBIA's 29th International Con-

ference on Business Incubation 

will be held April 26-29, 2015 

in 

working to support entrepreneurs. Through, interactive 

discussions, educational panels, receptions tours and 

more, the conference will provide opportunities for 

making in Denver, Colorado.  This event will bring together 

more than 600 people from around the world who are 

making connections, sharing ideas, gaining new in-

sights and having fun. More on NBIA website   

    May 5–7, 2015 in Germany, Berlin, re:publica 2014 “Finding Europe”  
Almost 50 counties have been represented by the more 

than 6,000 attendees an 500 speakers of re:publica in  

Will specifically look at what’s new on 

this continent of cooperation and coexist-

ence, 
 

May 2014 in Berlin. These number made re:publica 

one of the top events for the digital Europe. The ninth 

edition, of the event under the motto “Finding Europe” 

and  

ence different cultures and languages, and many alli-

ances and interests.  

More information on the re:publica website.  

    
May 20, 2015 in Poznan, Poland: 20

th
 Anniversary Conference of Poznan S&T Park 

 

Th 20
th
 Anniversary of Poznan Sci-

ence & Technology Park will be 

celebrated with International Con-

ference 

 

of technology transfer as well as the process of the for-

mation of new, innovative companies with experts from 

the US, Finland, and Germany  

 ference “Cluster of Science, Technology and Inno-

vation”. The conference will discuss the broad notion 
Contact: Justyna Adamska  

Conference website; SDO Profile: PPNT  

    May 21–22, 2015 in Poznan, Poland: 24
th

 Annual Conference of PBICA 

 

The 24
th

 Annual Conference of the 

Polish Business and Innovation Canters 

Association (PBICA) under the title: 

“Services of Business and Innovation 

Centers in smart Specialization” will be 

held May 21-22, 2015 in Poznan, Poland. 

The conference will discuss the develop-

ment.  

ment of innovation services supporting smart growth 

strategies and innovation centers services. Thematic 

seminars and workshops are scheduled aimed at gener-

ating ideas for new services and innovation centers and 

discussing how to assess the quality of the centers. 

Contact: Marzena Mazewska  

Conference website; SDO Profile: PBICA / SOOiPP  

 

 
    

  

http://www.spice-group.de/events/
http://www.spice-group.de/pumbaa/events/edit.php?id=0
mailto:sankalpforum@intellecap.com
http://www.sankalpforum.com/summit/global-summit-2015/
mailto:clarelisa.camilleri@ebn.eu
mailto:giordano.dichter@ebn.eu
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=82
http://ebntraining.eu/
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=936
mailto:adt@adt-online.de
http://www.nbia.org/events
http://re-publica.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=90fd9990191c46ac6e2f154b2&id=530fb3f6a9&e=d059fcb7f6
mailto:justyna.adamska@ppnt.poznan.pl
http://2015.konferencja-sooipp.pl/en/program-konferencji.html#moveHere
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=43
mailto:m.mazewska@sooipp.org.pl
http://2015.konferencja-sooipp.pl/
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=51
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   May 21–28, 2015 in South Africa: Forging Enterprise 2015 

Looking back – Leaning Forward is the motto of the 

“Forging Enterprise 2015” conference that is to be 

held in South Africa as part of the three weeks na-

tional 

Small Business Breakfasts, a Small 

Business Week, a National Small 

BusinessAssembly, and the 11
th

 

Ann 
 

program to mark 20 years of small business promo-

tion in South Africa. The program will consist of  

Small 

 

 

Annual ISME Forum (see also page XX of this Update) 

More information on website  

  May 26–28, 2015 in Cape Town, South Africa: 11th  INSME Annual Meeting 

The 11
th

 INSME Annual Meeting on "Technology 

and innovation for inclusive growth" will be held 

in South Africa as part of the three week long cele-

bration 

South Africa. INSME has published a Call 

for Papers for the 11th INSME Annual 

Meeting  
baration of 20 years of small business promotion in  

 

Contact for further details: INSME Secretariat 

    May 27–29, 2015 in Kaunas, Lithuania: The 20
th

 BALTIC Dynamics conference 

 

The Baltic Association 

of Science Technology 

Parks and innovation 

Centers (BASTIC) is 

holding 

Lithuania, under the headline “Putting Keywords 

together in Innovation Ecosystem”. 

A Call for Papers is open until April 30, 2015. Pro-

posals should be mailed to info@balticdynamics.com 

holding annual conferences in turns in the three Baltic 

States. The Baltic Dynamics 2015 will be hosted by 

the Kaunas Regional Science Park and held in Kaunas,  

 

Contact:  Tomas Černevičius;  SDO Profile. BASTIC 

SDO Profile Kaunas Regional Science Park  

  May 28–29, 2015 in Rome, Italy: EBN TechCamp 2015 

Running incubators and accelerators needs continuous 

learning. Here is an opportunity: The EBN 

TechCamp 2015, organized in partnership with BIC 

Lazi 

Current ‘hot’ topics’ such as Lean Start-ups 

and Fab Labs. The second day will focus on 

Social Innovation. Additionally, three inter-

actions 
 

Lazio in Rome, Italy, will provide participants with 

know-how and methods to improve incubation and 

acceleration services for start-ups and SMEs. 

A one-day workshops will present and discuss current 

actions will run: Hackathons Thons, Business Model 

Canva, and Lego Serious Play! 

Information and registration see website  

Contact: Clarelisa Camilleri SDO Profile: BIC Lazio  

    May 28–29, 2015 in Vienna, Austria: Pioneers Festival 
First time the Pioneers Festival 2015 will not be held in 

the usual time at end of a year, but has moved to an 

earlier. 

In full swing – the total number 

of participants is limited to 2,500  
Earlier time. This time in will be held May 28 and 29, 

2015, as usual in Vienna. Ticket sales for the event are 

Contact: through website form 

Website: Pioneers Festival 

  Jun 14–17, 2015 in Budapest, Hungary: XXVI ISPIM Innovation Conference 

The XXVI ISPIM Innovation Conference Hungary, 

organized by ISPIM in partnership with the National 

novation challenges for research, 

business and government  as well as  
Innovation Office and will bring together around 500 

innovation experts from 50 countries. The three-day 

program will include: The sessions will focus on in-

novation 

showcasing innovation in Hungary with presentations, 

workshops and site visits  

Conference website;  Contact: Iain Bitran 

    Jun 24–26, 2015 in Berlin, Germany: 2015 University-Industry Interaction Conference 

The University Industry Innovation Network (UIIN) 

will host the 2015 University-Industry Interaction 

Conference in Berlin, Germany. Around 400 partici-

pants 
 

entrepreneurship. This conference 

is designed to network, learn and 

experience offering a wide variety 

 pants are expected to attend this conference making it 

a key event for academics, researchers, practitioners 

and business representatives involved innovation and 

of presentations, workshops, tours and numerous 

networking opportunities. 

visit website; Contact:  UIIN email; Website UIIN  

    Aug 6–8, 2015 in Buenos Aires, Argentina: SABF: Leaders meet outstanding Students 

The South American Business Forum, SABF is an 

event that takes place annually in Buenos Aires for 3 

days in the month of August. 

relevance for South Ameri-

ca. We expect that through  

dialogue and interaction 

between 
 

Each year the forum receives 100 outstanding univer-

sity students from around the world together with 40 

leaders of business, political and academic areas.  

The event explores topics of global importance and 

relevant 

between current and future leaders, a contribution to 

the sustainable development of the region can be made.  

Contact: María de la Puerta Echeverría,  

Website: SABF Conference  
 

      

http://www.osiba.co.za/forging_enterprise_2015
mailto:secretariat@insme.it
mailto:info@balticdynamics.com
mailto:ctomas@ktc.lt
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=81
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=41
http://ebntechcamp.eu/
mailto:clarelisa.camilleri@ebn.eu
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=1848
http://pioneers.io/festival2015
http://conference.ispim.org/
mailto:bitran@ispim.org
http://www.call.university-industry.com/
mailto:office@uiin.org
http://www.uiin.org/index/sectionaboutuiin
mailto:maria.delapuerta@sabf.org.ar
http://www.sabf.org.ar/
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  Sep 22–25, 2015 in Beijing, China: IASP World Conference 

  The IASP World Conference 2015 will be held in 

Beijing, hosted and organized by Zhogguancun 

Scinece 

under each of them: Track 1: New 

technologies; Track 2: New industries; 

Track 

 

 
Science Park. The conference theme is “Science 

Parks and Areas of Innovation: New Technologies, 

New Industries, New Communities” The conference 

will have four main tracks and a number of themes  

Track 3: New communities and social innovation;  

Track 4: The global dimension in Science.  

Contact: Ebba Lund lund@iasp.ws   

SDO Profile: IASP 

  Nov 16 - 22, 2015 everywhere: Global Entrepreneurship Week 2015 

  The Global Entrepreneurship Week 2015 will be 

celebrated November 16 – 22, 2015. GEW brands 

itself as “the world’s largest celebration of the innova-

tors and job creators who launch startups that bring 

ideas 

to help them explore 

their potential as entre-

preneurs and innova-

tors. All kinds and 

sizes of 
 

ideas to life, drive economic growth and expand hu-

man welfare”.  

GEW inspires organizations and people everywhere 

through local, national and global activities designed  

sizes of activities are welcome to participate - from 

large-scale competitions and events to intimate net-

working gatherings. 

More information see website or check the GEW blog  

   Mar 21 - 25, 2016 in Medellin, Colombia: Global Entrepreneurship Congress 2016 

  After having been hosted in Kansas City, Dubai, 

Shanghai, Liverpool, Moscow, and Milan the GEC in 

2016 will be held in South America.   

For the global community 

of innovation and entre-

preneurship will meet in 

the third week Medellin, Colombia converted into one of the most 

innovative and entrepreneurial cities will be the place 

where the global 

the third week of March 2016.  

More information see website or check the GEW blog 

    
New Members  

  

 

Anna Torz 
is head of Technology InQbator 

of Poznań Science and Technol-

ogy Park since more than six 

years. Under her management 

the incubator in 2009 won the 

“Best Science Based Incubator 

tortor 

 
ronment for Innovative Business Initiative. 

For more than six years Anna has been conducting train-

ing sessions on networking, business angels, academic 

entrepreneurship for students, lecturers as well as training 

sessions on management of technology incubator and 

effectiveness of technology incubators for managers of 
Award” in the category “Most promising Incuba-

tor” – especially because of the good practice in 

inspiring students to be entrepreneurial in OECD’s 

LEED Program. 

Anna has more than eight years of consulting expe-

rience in the field of academic entrepreneurship, 

innovation and innovation financing. She also 

worked two years as an investment committee 

member in IT, biotechnology and chemistry. 

Since more than six years Anna serves as board 

member of the Polish Innovation and Business and 

Centres Association (PBICA) and is co-author of 

biannual reports on Business and Innovation Cen-

tres in Poland and is an expert in Effective Envi-

ronment for 

 

business support institutions. 

Since more than eight years Anna is managing and coor-

dinating projects funded by EU, Polish Government, in-

cluding positions of Project Coordinator and Team Leader 

in international collaborative projects. She has practical 

experience in development of service programs, strategies 

and business plans for incubators and technology parks. 

Experience in journalism and media relations, editor-in-

chief of IQ quarterly – the unique magazine which al-

lowed an enhanced exchange of experiences between the 

world of science and local business and facilitated net-

working with national and international innovation cen-

ters. 

Contact: Anna Torz 
      

 

Maciej Nowak 
is Deputy Manager of Technolo-

gy InQbator at Poznan Science 

and Technology Park in Poland. 

Focused primarily on fields of 

entrepreneurship education and 

business ideas creation, as well 

as early-stage 

 
includes topics, among others: business models creation, 

academic entrepreneurship, team building or how to 

achieve success. 

Graduate of Poznan University of Economics, where he 

earned a masters degree in International Business. In the 

field of business incubation since 2007. 

 s business acceleration. 

Experienced in supporting entrepreneurs-to-be, 

especially those coming from an academic back-

ground. Trainer and coach. His coaching workshop  

After hours, he enjoys travelling (both with his mind and 

body) and relaxing by binge-watching his favorite TV 

shows. 

Contact: Maciej Nowak 

          

mailto:lund@iasp.ws
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=83
http://www.gew.co/about
http://www.gew.co/blog
http://www.gew.co/about
http://www.gew.co/blog
mailto:anna.torz@ppnt.poznan.pl
mailto:maciej.nowak@ppnt.poznan.pl
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Kirstie Chadwick  
In March 2015 by the Board of 

NBIA has been appointed as new 

President and CEO. Kirstie 

brings with her a wealth of expe-

rience to help continue NBIA's 

growth as a global leader sup-

porting 

 

 
five venture-backed startups and was the former Execu-

tive Director of the Winter Park Angels. In addition, 

Kirstie led the funding, launch and operations for two 

successful accelerator programs, and authored proposals 

that resulted in over $6M in federal funding for Central 

Florida entrepreneurship and acceleration programs. 

porting entrepreneurial-driven economic develop-

ment. She's been a founding CEO or executive in 

five 

Contact: Kirstie Chadwick kchadwick@nbia.org   

SDO Profile NBIA  

    NBIA Conference in Denver first Time with International Forum 
  „Connecting Innovation Leaders 

Across the Globe” is the headline 

of the International Forum NBIA 

first time will offer on Sunday,  

April 
 

niques from three global perspectives.  

Global Connectors: Three approach-

es to internationalization from three 

perspectives: national policy, regional 

networks April 26, 2015 (the day before the 29
th

 NBIA con-

ference).This one-day forum is held to “bring to-

gether regional, national and international leaders 

dedicated to global entrepreneurial economic de-

velopment”.  The number of participants is limited 

to 40 persons to secure a highly interactive forum, 

and give attendees the opportunity to 

share insights. The Forum consists of four sections, 

each one with presentations and much room for 

discussion: 

International Accelerators: Acceleration tech-

niques 

networks, and at the program level.  

Educating Entrepreneurs: Three perspectives on this 

topic, from both the policy and practitioner level.  

Program Certification Strategies: How are these pro-

grams managed in North and South America and Europe? 

For more details, see program that can be downloaded 

below or from the NBIA website  

Separate registration is necessary on website  

The International Forum replaces the “Global Summit of 

Business Incubation Associations” that in earlier years has 

been held the day before the conference. 

  
About People 
  

 

Jacek Guliński 
Since January 16, 2015 Professor 

Jacek Guliński (again) is director 

of Poznan Science & Technolo-

gy Park (PSTP) and also was 

appointed President of the Board 

of Adam Mickiewicz University. 

 

 
offering a range of important services, for example, in the 

technology business incubation department (InQbator) 

providing support for small and medium businesses. 

In the near future Poznan Science and Technology Park 

will focus on two very important areas 

- implementation of ambitious EU projects to develop 
 “Observing the development of science and tech-

nology parks in Poland, you will notice that many 

of them focus on infrastructure. But not infrastruc-

ture is the future, the development and improve-

ment of services for the client companies needs 

attention”, said Jacek Guliński and added with first 

priority PSTP Park will focus on extending the 

range of pro-innovation services. 

Jacek Guliński was driving the start of PSTP. 

Since its beginning he was deputy director for 13 

years (1995-2008). The park has developed well – 

also through the award winning InQbator and is 

cooperation between science and business and com-

mercialization of research results and foster the trans-

fer of technology in general 

- developing and strengthening cooperation with the 

Wielkopolska Centre of Advanced Technologies 

(WCZT) emerging in Morasko. PSTP, being a signif-

icant shareholder of this venture, participates in the 

creation of new business models for technology trans-

fer with the science park to develop and incubate the 

technologies that will be created by WCZT.  

Contact: Jacek Guliński jacek.gulinski@ppnt.poznan.pl  

SDO Profiles: PSTP; InQbator  
     

 

 

SPICE Update is the newsletter of SPICE Group. It is published 4 -6 times per year and regularly is delivered free of charge to members of 

the network as well as selected partners. Articles for publication are invited and will be published under the name of the author. Although 

we do our best for making sure that published information is correct we cannot accept responsibility for errors that may occur nor for 

website links provided. Editor: Heinz Fiedler, SPICE Group, Niedstr. 40, 12159 Berlin, Germany, Email update@spice-group.net 
 

 

And finally... 
While hesitantly spring seems to prepare for arriving in Berlin we are glad to send the first SPICE Update of 

this year. Sorry, for the delay! This year began with some unplanned activities taking much attention and time. 

But hopefully for the rest of year no further delays will need apologizes.  

Looking forward to hearing from you with news about your activities we are send our best regards 

                  Heinz Fiedler & Larisa Brovarska 
 

mailto:kchadwick@nbia.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=75
file:///C:/Users/heinzspice/Dropbox/SPICE%20Group/SPICE%20Update/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp
https://www.cvent.com/events/nbia-s-29th-international-conference-on-business-incubation/registration-d4af42359f7f4cba808d56586f132b79.aspx
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=43
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=43
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2126
mailto:jacek.gulinski@ppnt.poznan.pl
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=4
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2612
mailto:update@spice-group.net

